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All sources are Wikipedia so you can look them up as well. 

Hinduism  

Hinduism is a religion, or a way of life,[note 1] found most notably in India and Nepal. With over one 

billion followers,[web 1] Hinduism is the world's third largest religion by population, and the majority 

religion in India, Nepal,Mauritius and Bali (Indonesia). Hinduism has been called the "oldest religion" 

in the world,[note 2] with some practitioners and scholars refer to it as Sanātana Dharma, "the 

eternal law" or the "eternal way"[4] beyond human origins.[5] Scholars regard Hinduism as a fusion[note 

3] or synthesis[6][note 4] of various Indian cultures and traditions,[7][note 5] with diverse roots[8][note 6] and no 

founder.[9] This "Hindu synthesis" started to develop between 500 BCE and 300 CE,[10] after the Vedic 

times.[10][11] 

Although Hinduism contains a broad range of philosophies, it is linked by shared concepts, 

recognisable rituals, cosmology, shared textual resources, pilgrimage to sacred sites and 

the questioning of authority.[12] Hindu texts are classified into Shruti ("heard") 

and Smriti ("remembered"). These texts 

discuss theology, philosophy, mythology, Vedic yajna, Yoga and agamic rituals and temple building, 

among other topics.[13] Major scriptures include the Vedas and Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, and 

the Agamas.[14][15] 

 

Judaism 

Judaism (from Latin: Iudaismus, derived from Greek Ἰουδαϊσμός, originally 

from Hebrew יהודה, Yehudah, "Judah";[1][2] in Hebrew: יהדות, Yahadut, the distinctive characteristics 

of the Judean ethnos)[3] encompasses thereligion, philosophy, culture and way of life of the Jewish 

people.[4] Judaism is an ancient monotheistic religion, with the Torah as its foundational text (part of 

the larger text known as the Tanakh or Hebrew Bible), and supplemental oral tradition represented 

by later texts such as the Midrash and the Talmud. Judaism is considered by religious Jews to be 

the expression of the covenantal relationship that God established with the Children of Israel.[5] 

Judaism includes a wide corpus of texts, practices, theological positions, and forms of organization. 

Within Judaism there are a variety of movements, most of which emerged from Rabbinic Judaism, 

which holds that God revealed his laws and commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai in the form of 

both the Written and Oral Torah.[6] Historically, this assertion was challenged by various groups such 

as the Sadducees and Hellenistic Judaism during the Second Temple period; 

the Karaites and Sabbateans during the early and later medieval period;[7] and among segments of 
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the modern non-Orthodox denominations. Modern branches of Judaism such as Humanistic 

Judaism may be nontheistic.[8] Today, the largest Jewish religious movements are Orthodox 

Judaism (Haredi Judaism and Modern Orthodox Judaism), Conservative Judaism and Reform 

Judaism. Major sources of difference between these groups are their approaches to Jewish law, the 

authority of the Rabbinic tradition, and the significance of the State of Israel.[9] Orthodox Judaism 

maintains that the Torah and Jewish law are divine in origin, eternal and unalterable, and that they 

should be strictly followed. Conservative and Reform Judaism are more liberal, with Conservative 

Judaism generally promoting a more "traditional" interpretation of Judaism's requirements than 

Reform Judaism. A typical Reform position is that Jewish law should be viewed as a set of general 

guidelines rather than as a set of restrictions and obligations whose observance is required of all 

Jews.[10][11] Historically, special courts enforced Jewish law; today, these courts still exist but the 

practice of Judaism is mostly voluntary.[12] Authority on theological and legal matters is not vested in 

any one person or organization, but in the sacred texts and rabbis and scholars who interpret 

them.[13] 

The history of Judaism spans more than 3,000 years.[14] Judaism has its roots as a structured religion 

in the Middle East during the Bronze Age.[15] Judaism is considered one of the oldest monotheistic 

religions.[16][17] The Hebrews and Israelites were already referred to as "Jews" in later books of the 

Tanakh such as the Book of Esther, with the term Jews replacing the title "Children of 

Israel".[18] Judaism's texts, traditions and values strongly influenced later Abrahamic religions, 

including Christianity, Islam and the Baha'i Faith.[19][20] Many aspects of Judaism have also directly or 

indirectly influenced secular Western ethics and civil law.[21] 

 

Christianity 

Jesus (/ˈdʒiːzəs/ JEE-zuss Greek: Ἰησοῦς, translit. Iesous; c. 4 BC to c. AD 30–33), also referred to 

as Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus Christ,[e] is the central figure of Christianity, whom the teachings of 

most Christian denominations hold to be the Son of God. Christians believe Jesus is the 

awaited Messiah (or the Christ, the Anointed One) of the Old Testament.[12] 

Virtually all modern scholars of antiquity agree that Jesus existed historically,[f] and they consider 

the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) to be the best sources for investigating the 

historical Jesus.[19][20] Most scholars agree that Jesus was a Galilean, Jewish rabbi[21] who preached 

his message orally,[22] was baptized by John the Baptist, and was crucified by the order of the Roman 

Prefect Pontius Pilate.[23] In the current mainstream view, Jesus was an apocalyptic preacher and the 

founder of a renewal movement within Judaism, although some prominent scholars argue that he 

was not apocalyptic.[24][25] Jesus debated with Jewish authorities on the subject of God, performed 

some healings, taught in parables and gathered followers.[23] After Jesus' death, his followers 

believed he was resurrected, and the community they formed eventually became the Christian 
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Church.[26] The most common calendar era, abbreviated as "AD" from the Latin "Anno Domini" ("in 

the year of our Lord") or sometimes as "CE", is based on the birth of Jesus. His birth is celebrated 

annually on December 25 (or various dates in January for some eastern churches) as a holiday 

known as Christmas, and his resurrection is likewise celebrated as a holiday known as Easter. 

In Islam, Jesus (commonly transliterated as Isa) is considered one of God's important prophets and 

the Messiah.[36][37] According to the Quran, Jesus was a bringer of scripture and was born of a virgin 

but was not the Son of God. To most Muslims, Jesus was not crucified but was physically raised into 

Heaven by God. Judaism rejects the belief that Jesus was the awaited Messiah, arguing that his 

death on the cross signifies that he was rejected by God and that his resurrection is a Christian 

legend.[38] 

 

Muhammad  

Born in the Arabian city of Mecca, in approximately 570 CE, Muhammad was orphaned at an early 

age; he was raised under the care of his paternal uncle Abu Talib. After his childhood, Muhammad 

primarily worked as a merchant. Occasionally, he would retreat to a cave named Hira in the 

mountains for several nights of seclusion and prayer; later, at age 40, he reported being visited 

by Gabriel in the cave,[8][9][10][11] where he stated he received his first revelation from God. Three years 

after this event Muhammad started preaching these revelations publicly,[12] proclaiming that "God is 

One", that complete "surrender" (lit. islām) to him is the only way (dīn)[n 4] acceptable to God, and that 

he was a prophet and messenger of God, similar to the other prophets in Islam.[13][14][15] 

 

Joseph Smith 

Smith was born in Sharon, Vermont, but by 1817, he had moved with his family to the burned-over 

district of western New York, a site of intense religious revivalism during the Second Great 

Awakening. According to Smith, he experienced a series of visions, including one in which he saw 

"two personages" (presumably God the Father and Jesus Christ) and others in which an angel 

named Moroni directed him to a buried book of golden plates inscribed with a Judeo-Christian 

history of an ancient American civilization. In 1830, Smith published what he said was an English 

translation of these plates, the Book of Mormon. The same year he organized the Church of Christ, 

calling it a restoration of the early Christian church. Members of the church were later called "Latter 

Day Saints", or "Mormons". 

 

Atheism 

Atheism is, in the broadest sense, the absence of belief in the existence of deities.[1][2][3][4] Less 

broadly, atheism is the rejection of belief that any deities exist.[5][6] In an even narrower sense, 

atheism is specifically the position that there are no deities.[1][2][7] Atheism is contrasted 

with theism,[8][9] which, in its most general form, is the belief that at least one deity exists.[9][10][11] 
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The term atheism originated from the Greek ἄθεος (atheos), meaning "without god(s)", used as a 

pejorative term applied to those thought to reject the gods worshiped by the larger society.[12] With 

the spread of free thought, skeptical  inquiry, and subsequent increase in criticism of religion, 

application of the term narrowed in scope. The first individuals to identify themselves using the 

word atheist lived in the 18th century during the Age of Enlightenment.[13] The French Revolution, 

noted for its "unprecedented atheism," witnessed the first major political movement in history to 

advocate for the supremacy of human reason.[14] 

Arguments for atheism range from the philosophical to social and historical approaches. Rationales 

for not believing in deities include arguments that there is a lack of empirical 

evidence;[15][16] the problem of evil; the argument from inconsistent revelations; the rejection of 

concepts that cannot be falsified; and the argument from nonbelief.[15][17] Although some atheists have 

adopted secular philosophies (eg. humanism and skepticism),[18][19] there is no one ideology or set of 

behaviors to which all atheists adhere.[20] Many atheists hold that atheism is a 

more parsimonious worldview than theism and therefore that the burden of proof lies not on the 

atheist to disprove the existence of God but on the theist to provide a rationale for theism.[21] 
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