
American In Name Only 

I was thinking today that perhaps people who call themselves Americans are not so in the true 

spirit of being an American.  If you were born here, you are titled an American and with that 

you have certain rights as an American.  But with rights come responsibilities.  Some of those 

responsibilities we learn along the way.  But the responsibilities we learn are those to the 

government as they wish we should see them.  We never learn of our responsibilities to our 

Republic.  I believe it would be safe to say that instructions are not being given to our young 

people so they might learn those responsibilities.  In fact, they may never see the constitution 

unless they decide to find it and read it on their own.  So what difference does it make?  Does it 

keep one from living one’s life?  The answer is no.  That may be why most never learned of their 

responsibilities as a citizen since.  They were simply driven to do so. 

People who are not born into this Americanism must be naturalized through a legal process in 

order to become a citizen.  They on the other hand must learn what their responsibilities are to 

the Republic.  That may be why many times they are more responsible Americans than those 

born here.  So what responsibilities do they learn from this naturalization process? 

Naturalization Oath of Allegiance to the 
United States of America 
Oath 

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all 
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or 
which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on 
behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will 
perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; 
and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God." 

This, my friend, is your responsibilities as an American.  Pretty simple actually. 

The principles embodied in the Oath are codified in Section 337(a) in the Immigration and Nationality 

Act (INA), which provides that all applicants shall take an oath that incorporates the substance of the 

following: 

1. Support the Constitution; 



2. Renounce and abjure absolutely and entirely all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, 

potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which the applicant was before a subject or citizen; 

3. Support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States against all enemies, foreign and 

domestic; 

4. Bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and 

5. A. Bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law; or 

B. Perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the 

law; or 

C. Perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law. 

Notice in two separate areas references are made to support the constitution.  Any citizen who takes 

office must pledge in his oath of office to “protect, preserve and defend the constitution. 

 

Currently our congress is very much involved in the debate over gun control.  What the debate 
is about is should we violate the 2nd amendment or should we not.  There are those that are 
apparently unhappy with that amendment and find it more convenient to try and go around it.  
The writers of our Constitution provided ways of changing provisions in it and if the people wish 
to do so they must follow the process.  So let us ask a question as to the intentions of our 
legislatures.  We hear some Republicans called “Rinos” and being accused of being a name only 
Republican.  Could we then say that legislatures that pursue bill that attempt to attack or 
change the meaning of an amendment could be called Americans in name only and those who 
protect those amendments as they have stated to do in their oath of office Americans in the 
true spirit? 

If one were to sit down and read the constitution and all of the amendments one would 
become immediately aware they the country may need an adjustment in its rudder.  I would 
encourage every citizen to learn what it is to be an American.  What did our Founders fight for 
and what did they leave as a map for Americans to preserve the integrity of the Republic?  The 
following link makes it a very easy read and you may be surprised at just how short a read it is. 

Constitution and the Amendments 

If you want to make a more thorough study of the constitution and how it came to be you can 
go to the follow link which links to the annotated version. 
 
Annotated Version of the Constitution 

 

 

http://constitutionus.com/
https://www.congress.gov/constitution-annotated

